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M
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R
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C
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E
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C
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U
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E

LY
 

C
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aselstein

T
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hico.  
T

hinking S
m

all: 
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S

crutiny
E
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N

arrative D
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E
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ser’s N
ovel T

he Tanners
M
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C
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D
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R
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K
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N
O

T
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H
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E
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ental 
R
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E
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ents:  

 
‘M

icrologies of  
 

K
now

ledge’ 

T
he eighteenth and nineteenth centuries w

ere replete w
ith

 
large-scale projects and interests: the rise of the m

ost 
colossal m

odern literary form
, the novel; the craze for  

panoram
a; the pursuit of im

perial am
bitions by both E

uropean
 

and A
m

erican pow
ers. A

t the sam
e tim

e, how
ever, interest in

 
m

inutiae proliferated on both sides of the A
tlantic, as 

histories of the m
icroscope and the m

icrological have revea-
led. T

he m
olecular and infinitesim

al gained new
 im

portance in
 

philosophy, m
athem

atics, the natural sciences, m
edicine, 

and literature, as new
 technologies gradually rendered the 

‘invisible w
orld’ available to hum

an observation. 
In tandem

 w
ith this developm

ent, the notion of m
ilieu becam

e 
increasingly prevalent, as instantiated m

ost prom
inently 

by the concept of the ecological niche in evolutionary 
biology. T

he question of how
 organism

s interact w
ith their 

m
ilieus em

erged as a new
 area of inquiry across a range 

of fields; the m
inuscule beings and objects that had hitherto 

attracted interest m
ainly because of their new

ly discovered
 

individuality w
ere now

 scrutinized w
ith grow

ing intensity 
in their environm

ental context. 

T
his conference brings together scholarly w

ork that addres-
ses these tw

o cultural-epistem
ological developm

ents:  
first, the role of m

inutiae, as m
anifested in all kinds of dim

inu
-

tive units or categories (for instance: the anim
alcula,  

the infinitesim
al, the m

inor, the particular, the seem
ingly ir-

relevant, the typographic detail, the cellular, the clue); and, 
secondly, the interaction betw

een these tiny phenom
ena and

 
their surroundings. M

ilieus of M
inutiae explores the w

ays  
in w

hich w
hat is subvisible or easily overlooked is situated in

 
philosophy, cultural production, and scientific experim

enta-
tion from

 early m
odernity through the tw

entieth century, w
ith

 
a view

 tow
ard the contem

porary m
om

ent. M
edieval thought 

granted discrete being to that w
hich is otherw

ise  
considered negligible and only relational—

a status later held
 

by both the m
inor and the m

ilieu—
and this conference  

constellates approaches that restore ontological viability to 
both of these categories betw

een prem
odern and contem

po-
rary thought. A

t the sam
e tim

e, it explores the historical  
dim

ensions of a m
icrology of know

ledge and aesthetics,  
reflecting on the objectivity, supra-m

etonym
y, and epistem

o-
logical value of these units across a w

ide range of cultural,  
intellectual, environm

ental, social, and m
aterial m

ilieus.


